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of Ne. 3. DECEMBER, 1821. Vol. II. 
ILLUSTRATION OF SCRIPTURE WORDS, NO. IV. _ 
Then, 1 Cor. xv. 24, 
‘This word does not convey the méaning of the ori- 
ginal, as will be seen by the following : ; i 
Evra, postea, (afterwards) deinde, (from thence, : 
after that, henceforward) tum, (then.) a 


SCHREVELIUs. «ati 

Eita is translated afterward, Mark iy | 

ward, when affliction, &c. ‘ 

After thatyMark iv. 28; viii. 25; John 
‘urthe Heb. xu. 9. 

















Then, Bi. 12; John xix. 27; xx. 27} 0 Gs 
xi. 283 4; 1 Tim.ii. 13; iti. 10; Jamesi. © * 
15. ‘i fe 

These are in the New Testament, re 
where the word eitas Rei ie 
_ In nearly all the@ here it is.rendered,then, j 
it does not carry § time, but of time fol- ; 
lowing, either im more remotely: ‘The 
Greek werd that mor onveys the meaning +, Me 
of then is tote. 
EXTRACT FROM THE REPORT OF THE CONDUGTORS OF ce 


THE VERMONT BIBLE SOCIETY, OCTOBER, 1890. 


“But, brethren, our Society has no local interest, a FS 
ind no local prejudices. We act on the principle ae 
that every man is our brother. We confine not our t i 
charities, therefore, to the narrow circle 6F acquain- 2% 
tances around us; nor to those with whom we are ~~ & 
Connected by political institutions. We extend our , 7 
“Vol. II. A 
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view to every portion of the globe we inhabit. Wa 
sympathize with every being that wears a human 
form, and feel that we are bound toffi—ve him as our. 
selves. And while we drink of the r of the water 
of life, we will not be satisfied, till every individual of 
the great family to which we belong, shall taste of 
that soul-refreshing stream.” 


We were politely favored with the above extract, 
by one of* our brethren in the ministry, who informs 
us, he€arefully copied it from the Report of the Con- 
ductors of the Vermont Bible Society. Nothing could 
be more rich. It breathes benevolence in every strain, 
It is broad as the earth; it is high as heaven ; itis 
rich as that gospel, which angels preached,—*gool 
adi eat joy which shall be to all people.” See 

tilly it compares with the Bible. 

ciety has no local interest, gnd rio local 
dices.” “But now, in Christ g ye who 
Piimes were far off, are made nigy blood of 
| st. Lor‘he is our peace, whe F both one, 

- and broken down the middle ition ; 
came and preached peace OE 
and vere Eph. it. 13, 14, 17, 
: ery man is our bro- 
Por Bote h and they who ar 
sanctified are all of 7 h cause he is not 
asha eb. ii. 11. “We con- 
fine not our charities,” &c. “For if ye love them 
which love you, what reward have ye? Do not ever 
the publicans the same ?” Matt. v.46. “We extent 
bir view to every portion of the en we inhabit.” 
“Leok unto me, and be ye ‘saved, all the ends of the 
earth.” Isai. xly. 22. “We sympathize with every 
being,” &c. “Bear ye one another’s burdens, and s0 
fuifil the law of Christ,” Gal. vi. 2. “Thow shalt love 
thy neighbor as thyself’ “Love your enemies.’ Matt. 
y. 44. “And while we drink,” &c. “Who wiz hart 
all men to be saved,’ 1 Tim. ti. 4. “I came down from 
heaven, not to do mine own will, but the wie of he 
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that sent me, * John vi. 38. Shall be s ATIsFiep,”’ @ie 
Isai. lili. 11. “How excellent™s thy loving kindness, ‘e 
0 God! prs: ap the children of men put “their trust 
under the shadow of thy wings. They shall be abun- 
dantly satisfied with the fatness of thy house; me 
thou shalt make them drink of the river of thy 
sures,” Ps. xxxvi. 7, 8. 

We have now to state to our readers, that we are . 
acquainted with some of the Conductors of the Ver-.* mS 
mont Bible Society, and have found them often enga- aks 
ged in vindica ating the doctrines of endless misery, me 

particular election, and vepeobation. They tell us, 
while they drink of the river of the water of life, they . 
will not be satisfied, till every individual of the great : 
jamily to which they belong, shall taste of the soul- 
refreshing stream. We therefore conclude, when they 
preach particular election and reprobation, they are 
not satisfied with it; because their view is extended 
te every portion of the globe, and because they sym-| 
pathize with everyybeme that wears a human form __ 
And need tt vel that we are not satisfied with “a 
doctrines t ever Dar the door against a large ee y 
portion of th familysto which they belong, and "Os 
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that utterly e hem from tasting of the sout-re- ‘ 

freshing stream ? hey act on the principle that ev- Shy 
ery man is their brother ; but if, a mg these, there be me: 
one who believes th very man im due time will 4 
“taste of that soul- Ling stream > and without <% 
which they are determined never to bal Satisfied, they ; 











are found to be oftended. Strange to rela 
have known some such benev olent souls, 
day and night for the salvation of all the hea 
get all the money they can to support missions 
them, and vet will not consent, even to read the w 
af that brother who believes in the salvation of all th 
heathen ! May the Lord forgive such inconsistency, 
and may they live in the life of benevolence, till they 
helieve in the salvation of ev ery being that wears a s t a 
human form. La 

We admire their benevolence, and marvel at their 
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faith. They qgill notybey satisfied till all come; bu; 
they believe Jesus will he satisfied with, comparative. 
ly, afew. They would spend the widow’s mite to 
save a heathen’s soul ; yet believe millions of the hea- 
then mist be eternally lost, altho he who came to 
ayetien. possesses all the ri¢h treasures of heaven 

d earth. In all these contrarieties, we can believe 
them very honest and sincere ; but not without the 
assistance of that charity, that “beareth all things, 
believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all 
things.” 

=> 


OF CHRIST’S PREACHING TO THE SPIRITS IN PRISON, 


The passage which speaks of this preaching is 
found in 1 Peter iii. 18, and on, “For Christ also hath 
once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, (that he 

might bring us to God) being put to death in the flesh, 
» but quickened by the Spirit: by which also he went 


“and preached unto the spirits.in prison ;_ which some 


time were disobedient when once the suffering of 
God waited in the days of Noahy he ark was 
preparing, wherein few, that is, ei , were saved 
by water”? On the above pass ere has been 
inuch contention between commentators, whose aim, 
as it appears, was to accommodate the text to their 
respective opini@Rs, so as to their general senti- 
ments. Protestant commé rs, In general, are 
agreed that the preaching, noticed in the text, was the 
reaching#@f Noah to the old world. It is evident, 
Sanmene » that the Protestants were rather driven to 
such @@@ar-fetched explanation, in order to avoid an 
idg@Wwhich they found in the papal faith, the that idea 
s more consistent with some of the ancient fathers, 
#than the one they adopted. As long as men are dis- 
posed to learn the scriptures how to talk, before they 
are willing to be taught by them, the scriptures will 
be forced to speak as many difierent languages as 
were spoken at the building of Babel, and with as 
much confusion, 
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Our duty is plain, and as easy as itis plain. [t is 
only to let the scripture speak its own most natural 
language, connecting the divine testimony, and per- 
mitting one part to explain to us, what may appear 
enigmatical in another. It may be proper, in the first 
place, to carefully examine the passage in Peter with 
a view to see what it says; and in the second place 
it may be proper to allow that the passage says what 
it really means, and then illustrate the text by the 
assistance of other passages. ‘The text says, Ist, 
That Christ has once suffered for sins. 2d. ‘That he, 
being just, suffered for the benefit of the unjust. 3d. 
That the benefit which was designed to result to us, 
as the unjust, from the sufferings of Christ, 1s, our 
being brought to God. 4th. Christ being put to death 
in the flesh was his suffering for sin, and his being 
quickened by the Spirit enables him to bring us to 
God. 5th. Christ having been put to death in the 
fiesh, and quickened by the Spirit, by which he had 
power to bring sinners to God, he went and preached 
to the spirits in prison.. 6th. These spirits in prison, 
to whom Christ preached, were disobedient when the 
long suffering God waited in the days of Noah. 
‘th. The preaching to those spirits in prison was per- 
farmed, by Christ, after he was put to death in the 
flesh and quickened by the Spirit. The foregoing 
seven particulars are as: plainly expressed in this text, 
as we could reasonably expect that they might be in 
so few words, nor does it appear that there are any 
words wanting to carry those ideas with plainness to 
the mind. As was proposed, we will now allew that 
the text reaily means what it says, and look for an 
illustration of the disputed part, in other scriptures. 

The opinion which modern commentators oppose to 
that of the ancient fathers of the church, is, that the 
preaching noticed in the next, was performed by the 
spirit of God in Noah, to the inhabitants of the earth 
in the days before the flood, while those to whom this 
preaching was sent were in the flesh. 

lt has been hinted before that this far-fetched expla- 
, g + 
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nation was a mere shift to which Protestant divines 
were driven ; and on a candid view of the text, it js 
natural to suppose that something very formidable 
inust have attacked them, to have driven them te such 
an unwarrantable shift. There is nothing said in the 
text about the Spirit’s preaching, or of Noah’s preach- 
ing. ‘Te how many inhabitants of the old world is it 
supposable that Noah could have preached ? The 
number must have been very few, in comparison with 
the whole. And yet if he had had the power to preach 
to every tudividual of the old world, it ought not tobe 
used to prove that Christ did not preach to their spirits 
after he was put to death in the flesh and quick kened 
y the Spirit, as stated in our text. ThatJesus Christ 
does actual ily possess, as Lord of all, the dead as well 
as the living, St. Paul shows in Rom. xiv. 7, 8, 9, 
“Wor none of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to 
himself. For whether we lve, we live unto the Lord; 
and whether we die, we die unto the Lord: whether 
we live, therefore, or die, we are the Lord’s. For to 
this end Christ both died, and rose, and revived, that 
he might be Lord beth of the dead and living.” St. 
Peter, , seemingly with a design to make this subject 
as plain as p ossible, alluding in his fourth es to 
what he states in his third, speaking of those who 


sh ald give 3 an account to Lien who is ready to judge 
both the aurcn and the DEAD, says, verse 6th, “For, 


= 


for this cai use was the gospel preached also to them 


that are dead, that they might be judged according te 


men in the a but live according to God in the 
oirit. By dake the apostle tells us what was 


reac] hed to the spirits in prison, and what it was 
preached for. It was the gospel that was preached, 


and it was p sreached to those who were notin the flesh, 
ihat they might.be judged as if they were in the flesh, 


but that they might live accor ‘ding to God in the Spir- 


it; ; even that Spirit which quickened Christ and gave 
im power to bring us to God. In this subject there 


is not the leust ambiguity, nor is there any other diffi- 


ulty than that it is as plain and direct a contradiction 
of the commonly received opinion, i. e. that there 1s ne 
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mercy to be communicated to those who die in unre- 
conciliation to God, or in unbelief of the gospel, as 
can possibly be stated. It may be proper, by way of 
indulgence, to ask which appears most warrantable, 
either to allow this subject to stand exactly as the 
scriptures, above quoted, state it, or to contradict those 
scriptures by limiting the goodness of God without any 
authority from scripture for so doing! It is a thing 
much to be desired and fervently prayed for, that those 
who so frequently and so earnestly labor to limit the 
holy O4e of Israel, in the dispensation of his grace 
would pause, and inquire into the authority by which 
they are to be supported. 

The pretension that the sentiment, so plainly taught 
in those scriptures, which have been considered, is a 
sentiment which tends to make sinners careless about 
their future and eternal weliare, not only treats the 
word of God with impertinence, but is subject to a fair 
refutation. What right have we to do violence to the 
scriptures under the pretension that the doctrine 
taught by them is unwholesome? If that were the case, 
where would the blame he? itis conceived that Chris- 
tian modesty ought to silence such impertinent objec- 
tions! It is, however, found in the scripture which we 
have considered, that those spirits, to whom the gos- 
pel was preached, with a design that they might live 
according to God in the spirit, were suDGED as they 
who were in the flesh, by him who is the proper judge 

P ‘ / rreis: : > 
of the quick and the dead. ‘This judge says, “I will 
give unto every one of you according to your works.” 
Far be it from the word of God either to encourage 
the sinner in wickedness, or to discourage him from 
hoping in divine mercy. God is a just God and z 
Savior.— Gospel Visitant. 


i a 


——_— 


MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE GENERAL CON- 
VENTION OF UNIVERSALISTS, FOR THE YEAR, 182i. 


The Ministers and Delegates composing the Gen- 
eral Convention of Universalists, convened, accorditig 
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to adjournment of last year, at the house of Br. Davie 
Pickering, 1 in the city of Hudson, N. Y. Tuesday eve. 
ning, Sept. 18th, 1821. And opened the Council, by 
uniting in selemn and devout prayer to the Father of 
all mercies with Br. David Ballou. 

er Convention was then organized as follows; 

. Chose Brother Sotomon Grover, Moderator. 

: Chose Brother Ricnarp CarriauvusE, Clerks 

and Brother Steruen R. Smirn, — 

S. Appointed Brs. A. Kneeland; D. Pickering, and 
1). Ballou, a committee to receive applications for let- 
ters of feliowship and ordination, at this session ; and 
to report in due time. 

4. Proceeded to-examine the credentials of the Del- 
ecvates, and read the Epistles from the Churches and 
Societies in fellowship with the Convention, which 

gave the pleasing intelligence of a rapid increase of 
believers in the Gospel of God our Savior, the Sa- 
vior <‘? all men 
. Adjour rned to half past 7 o*elock, Wednesday 
mor ning, and united to return thanks to Almigh ty God. 
and to supplicate the continuance of his blessing, with 
Br. [f. W hitnall. 

Wednesday morning.—6. Met according to adjourn- 
ment, and addressed the throne of grace, in prayer 
with Br. A. Kinsman, and resumed the business of the 
Council. 

7. Called the Coramittees who were appointed te 
visit the Western, Eastern, Northern, and Southern 
Associations, wiiess reports gave evident demonstra- 
tions of the rapid and extensive march of the truth of 
the Gospel of God’s dear Son. 

Order of the Morning Service. 

Introductory prayer, by Br. A. Kneeland. 

Sermon, by Br. “~s Ballou, 2d. 

Text, Gal. iii. 8. “4nd the scriptures foreseeing 
that God would justify the heathen through faith, 
preached before the zospel unto Abraham, saying, 
thee shall all nations be blessed ‘d.” 
Concluding prayer, by Br. C 


. Hudson. 
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Afternoon Service. 
tntroductory prayer, by Br. H. Ballou. 


Sermon, by Br. R. Carrique. 


Text; 2 Tim. i. 9, 10. “Who hath saved us, and 


called us with an holy calling, not according to our 
works, but according to his own purpose and grace, 
which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world 
began $ But ; is now made manifest by the appearing of 
gur Savior Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, ‘and 
hath brought life and immortality to light through the 


gos 4.9? 

Casciato prayer, by Br. A.-Kinsman. 

8. Unanimously voted to grant the request of the 
First Universalist Society in Roxbury—The First Uni- 
versalist Society in Milford—The Universalist Society 
in Mount-Washington, Mass.—And the Society of 
United Christian Friends, in Norwich, Preston, and 
Groton, Con. to be received into the fellowship of this 
Convention. 

Evening were 4 

Introductory prayer, by Br. S$. Jones. 

Sermon, by Br. J. W vod. 

Text, 1 John iv. 19. “We love kim, because he first 
loved us.’ 

Concluding prayer, by Br. Z. S. Crossman. 

9. The Council adjourned to Thursday morning. 
Prayer, by Br. S. Jones. 

Thursday morning. —10. Met according to adjourn- 
= Prayer, by Br. O. Ackley. 

. Voted that Br. D. Pickering be appointed to 
aa and superintend the printing of the Minutes 
of this Convention, and accompany the same with a 
circular letter, 

12. Heard the report of the committee, appointed to 
receive applications for letters of fellowship and ordi- 
hation, who reported 1 in favor of Br. John E. Palmer 
of Barre, Vt. for fellowship—Br. Charles Hudson, oi 
Preston, Con. for ordination—Br. Josiah Dikeman, of 
Danbury, Con. for fellow ship and ordination—Voted, 
fiat said report be accepted. 
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13. Appointed Brothers D. Pickering, R. Carrique, 
and P. Dean, a committee to visit the W estern Asso. 
ciation, to be holden at Lee, Oneida county, N. Y. the 
first W ednesday and Thursday of June, 1822. 

14. Appointed Brothers C. G. Parsons and A. Kins. 
man, a committee to visit the Northern Association, 
to be holden at Kingsbury, N. Y. the first Wednes day 
and Thursday of October, 1821. 

13. Appointed Brothers F. Mace, S. Streeter, and 

S. Cobb, 4 committee to visit the Eastern Association, 
pe be holden at Turner, Maine, the first W ednestay 
and Thursday of June, 1822. 

16. Appoii ted. Brothers H. Ballou, J. Bisbee, and J, 
Wood, a committee to visit the Southern Association; 
in secember, 821, 

17. Appointed Brothers H. Ballou, E, Turner, end 
R. Carrigue, a standing committee to receive con- 
plaints, call councils, and suspend the public labors 
of such brethren as ‘ ay waik disorderly, durnig the 

ecess of the General Convention. 

Morning Service, 
arbi prayer, by Br. N. Stacy. 
Sermon, by “Br. S. BR. Smith. 

Text, Rev.iv. 11. “Thou art worthy, O Lord, te 
recetve glory, and honor, and power; for thou hast 
eveated ali thi ngs, a d for thy pleasure they are ait 
were created.” 

Concluding prayer, by Br. P. Morse. 

ifternoon Service. 

Introductory prayer, by Br. D. Ballou. 

Ordination Sermon, by Br. H. Ballou. 

Text, Psalms exxxii. 15, 16. “JZ will abundantly 
bless her provisions: Iwill satisfy her poor with bread. 

“Twillalso clothe her Priests with salvation, and her 
saints shall shout aloud for jey.” 

Consecrating prayer, by br. I. Whitnall. 

Charge and “Deli ery of the Scriptures, by Br, 4 
Kneeland. 

Right hand of Fellowship, by Br. D. Pickering. 
Concluding prayer, by Br. H, Ballou, 
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Ex ening Service. 


the Introductory prayer, by Br. J. Dikeman. 9 
Sermon, by Br. J. Flagg. i. 
xc Text, Rom. v. 10. “For if when we were enemies, 


on, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son; 


y much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his i 
ife.” 
hd Coneluding prayer, by Br. O. Ackley. ‘ 
in 
m The labors of the session being happily terminated, 7 
ay weunited with Brother Abner “Kneeland in devout 
thanksgiving to the throne of grace, and invoking the 
: blessing of Almighty God to rest upon our labors, and ; 
n, ad} ‘ourned the Conv ention, to meet again, by divine . 
, permission, at Warner, N. H. the third W ednesday 
’ and Thursday in September, 1822. 
" SOLOMON GLOVER, Moderator. 4 
rs Ricuarpd CarRIQuE, is he 
. STEPHEN R. Smrru, Clerks. . 
MINISTERING BRETHREN PRESENT. 
Solomon Glover, Newton, Con.—David +Ballou, 
’ Rowe, Mass.—Hosea Ballou, Boston—Hosea Ballou, 
t 2d. Roxbury—Joshua Flagg, Scituate—Abner Knee- ; 
land, Philadelphia—Seth Jones; Lancaster, N. Y.— m 
Nathaniel Stacy, Hamilton, N.Y —Stephen R. Smith, 4 
New-Hartford—Pitt Morse, Henderson—Oliver Ack- a 
lev, Hamilton—David Pickering, Hudson—Isaac : 


Whitnall, Camillus and Elbridge—Charles Hudson, 
Preston, ‘Con.—Zephaniah S. Crossman, Shelburn, 
| Mass.—Richard Carrique, Attleborough, Ms —George , 
B. Lisher, Otsego, N. Y—Aaron Kinsman, Williams- PA 
town, Vt.—Josiah Dikeman, Danbury, Con.—Arthur a 
Field, New Berlin—Nathaniel Smith, Albany. 


MINISTERING BRETHREN NOT PRESENT. 


Elias Smith, Boston, Ms.—Paul Dean, do.—Edward 
Turner, Charlestown, Ms.—Thomas Whittemere, New 
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Milford, Ms.—John Bisbee, Brookfield, Ms.-+Sebastiay 
Streeter, Portsmouth, N. H.—Russell Streeter, Por. 
land, Me.-—Jona. Wallace, Richmond, Vt.—-Hollis San. 
eon, Batavia, N. Y.— Thomas Gross, Williams-Ville— 
John S. Flagler, Scipio—Luscomb Knapp, Victer~ 
Calvin Morton, Barry—-Cornelius G. Parson, Ellis: 
burgh—- William Underweod, Litchfield-—Ste phen 
Miles. Augusta—James Foster, Lee—Archelaus Green 
Locke—Salmen D. Adams, Lisle—Job Potter, Han. 
ilton—Samuel A. Skeele, Green—Andrew Vanden. 
burgh, Pompey—Stephen C ook, Hadley—Edwin Fer. 
ris, Unadilla—Samuel €. Loveland, Reading, Vt— 
Samuel Hilliard, Clareaden—Liewis Pitt, Danby, 
N. Y.—Robert L. Kifam, Marlborough, Mass — Lei 
Briggs. Orange—Robert Bartlett, Lane edon, N. H— 
Barzillai Streeter, Salem, Mass.—Joseph Butterfield 
Fryburg, ees Mace, Strong—. Kittredge 
Haven, Bethel, Vt—John FE. Palmer, Barre -—John 
Brooks, Dusimerston, Vt—Asa Pirton, Me.—Thon.- 
as Jones, Gloucester—Ezra Leonard, bad onese 
Lester, Killingworth, Con.—Asa Rust—James Babbit, 
Whiting, Vt—William Farewell, Barre, Vt.—Wil: 
liam H. Drew, Me.-—Sylvester Cobb, Winthrop— 
Daniel Young—W. A. Drew, ae ae ee 
Frost, Lisbon—T imothy Bigelow, Palmyra, Ohio— 
Asa Priest, Reading, Vt.—Michael_ Dwyer—Amos 

Crandel, Lisle, N. Y.—LewisBeers, Danby—Ebene: § 
zer Williams, Painsville, Ohio. 





NORTHERN ASSOCIATION: 


The Northern Association of the Universalists con- 
vened, this year, at Kingsbury, N. Y. on the 3d and 
4th days of October. Only three preachers were pres- 


ent; namely, Brs. Robert Bartlett, Langdon, , 
Samuel C. Loveland, Reading, Vt. and Kittredge Ha- 


ven, Bethel, Vt. The preachers in Vermont, whieh 
were absent, are Brs. Caleh Rich, Newhaven ; ‘Samuel 
Hilliard, Clarendon ; James Babbit, Whiting ; Avaron 








ay 
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Kinsman, Williamstown ;‘Jonathan Wallace, Rich- 
mound ; John E. Palmer, Barre ; John Brooks, Dum- 
merston ; and William Farwell, Barre. 

Br. Bartlett preached, in the forenoon of the firet 
day, and in the afternoon of the second, from Tom. 
iii. 29, 30, 31, and 1 Tim. ii. 1—6; Br. Haven, in the 
afternoon of the first day, from Micah iv. 5; «+ 
Loveland, in the evening of the first day, and forex: 
of the second, from Matt. xxiii. 33, and Fiphe. u. 8, ¥. 
The solemnity of ordination was conferred on Br. 
Kittredge Haven. . 

The-Northern Association is adjourned. to meet in 
Barre, Vt. the first Wednesday and Thursday in Oc- 
tober, 1822. 





From the North Star. 


ARGUMENTS TENDING TO ESTABLISH A LIMITED SALVA- 
TION, AND THE ENDLESS PUNISHMENT OF THE FINAL- 
LY IMPENITENT. 

In this controversy, we have to deal with those wha | 
admit the equity and universality of Divine Provi- 
dence—the truth and divinity of the scriptures. On: 
these principles, then, let the controversy be decided: 

1, Kither there is no justice in Divine Providence, 
or there is a future state of retribution. Ecclesiastes 
vii. 11, 12, 13,14. Itshall be well with the righteous ; 
and yet we often see that the troubles of such are 
many in this world: therefore, we infer there is an- 
other world, where they will be delivered and be hap- 
py. but it shall’ not be well with the wicked ; and yet 
we see them not unfrequentl: enjoy a comparative- 
ly large share of earthly comforts. They flourish 
like a green bay tree—their cattle multiply—their 
corn and wine increage—their children dance—they 
are wiser in- their generation than the children of 
light—they are not toiled nor plagued as others, 
What then? Certain! y, altho judgement be not spee- 


dily executed, it shall be executed some time. | In 
tng hand of ‘the Lord there isa cup;and the wineis 
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red ; all the wicked of the land shall drink the dregs 
of it. He will turn the wicked into hell, and all the 
nations that forget God. This is perfectly consistent 
with the Ixxxvi. Psalm. <All nations whom thou mad- 
est shall come and worship before thee.’? This does 
not say that all nations shall be damned, and all sav- 
ed, which would be acontradiction ; nor that those 
who have been once turned into hell shall be after. 
wards taken into heaven, which would be a new, but 
not aliving way togo to heaven. It is perfectly in- 
telligible and consistent : all nations that forget God 
shall be turned into hell, and that all nations that the 
Lord, the Redeemer, has made by his law and grace, 
should come and worship before him, and glorify his 
saving and merciful name. You may see how this 
will be done, if you read carefully the book of Reve- 
lations, particularly the xix. xx. and xxi. chapters: 
The nations who give their power and kingdom to the 
beast, the Lamb will destroy. Not only shall the 
birds of prey devour their carcases, and they fall to 
rise no more ; but the smoke of their torment ariseth 
up forever and ever. If scholars find limits to that 
expression, they must tell us what words are used in 
the scriptures to express that which hath no end. They 
are the same words which the scriptures employ to 
express the happiness of the saints. But, after these 
anti-christian and tyrannical nations are broken 
down, and thrones of iniquity overturned—the wicked 
individuals that composed them doomed to everlasting 
torments, the Lord raises up from his witnesses, an 
some of the survivors of the wicked nations that are . 
converted, a righteous people, and the kingdoms of this 
world become the kingdoms of our Lerd and of his 
Christ. 

The nations of those that are saved, shall walk in 
the light of the new Jerusalem. Now, if you say, that 
those who fell in these days of terrible rebuke before 
the Millennium shall be the same that shall enjoy its 
blessings, then you say that to have the smoke of their 
burting ascending up for ever and eves, is nothing 














more than a momentary death, succeeded by a joyous 
resurrection. You say, that the characters which the 
scriptures desecrate and curse above all others, that 
is, apostate anti-christian powers, shall be blessed 
with a part in the first resurrection. 'fyou say all 
will be raised, except those who have then fallen in 
that dread catastrophe, how can you find room for all 
the generations of men to Sia ee the earth, to 
live and multiply for a thousand years? If you say 
thatonly scm2 eminent witnesses (the Universalists 
for instance) shall then arise, then we would ask, 
whether the saints in heaven, or those on earth, will, 
during that peried, be the happier people? If the 
former, then the iess eminent will be the more blessed. 
Ifthe fatter, then eavti is »referable to heaven. But 
again, at the last there will be a resurrection of the 
just and of the unjust, ana ihe dead in Christ shall rise 
first. Will miscreant tyrants and anti-christian idol- 
aters then rise to everlasting happiness as well as the 
saints ? If so, what will be the use of any judgement ? 
Why sheuld the Sen ef man, when he comes in his 
glory, separate the nations one from another, as a 
shepherd divideth the sheep from the goats? If there 
is to be two resurrections, first, of believers, and after- 
wards, of unbelievers, then with the former resurrec- 
tion, these will be there, and still no need of any 
judgement, because, as they rise, they are to be happy. 
We do not say, there shall be no resurrection, nor 
that the tree, according to the figure shall lie, but as 
the tree falls soit shall be. Eccl. xi. 3 ; that is, those 
whe die in an unbelieving state shall rise in the same, 
and be in the future, what they are in the present 
existence, condemned, 

Il. The scriptures are true and divine, and there- 
fore, upon every thing in which the glory of God and 
the good of man is concerned, must be candid, plain 
ind perspicuous as far as the nature of the subject ad- 
mits. Now, if then, salvation was universal, there 
would be nothing easier than to tell it. It is very con- 
genial with the nature of deluded and presumptuous 
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man to believe a doctrme that is.a-great deal olde; 
than Winchester and his dialogues, even as old.as the 
dialogue between Eve and the serpent, *Ye-shall noi 
surely die.” So the devil preached, and.so his ser- 
vants still preach ; but does the spirit ef God in the 
scriptures teach this doctrine in its plainest parts, 
when treating professedly of the subject? Itis true, 
the incarnation of Christ was good news to all people 
that then waited for the consolation of Léa ot 
shall be to all people, when the Shiloah shall become 
the desire of all nations ; but yet we know that Christ 
and him crucified has been to the Jews .a stumbling 
block, and te the Greeks foolishness, whilst to then 
that believe, he has been the power of God, and the 
wisdom of God to salvation. If our gospel be hid, ir 
is hid to them that are lost, in whom the god of this 
world has blinded their eyes, that they should not 
eome to the knowledge of the truth. Now, what is 
this gospel ? Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be saved. All do not believe, therefore, ail 
are notsaved. “He that believeth not, shail be damn- 
ed.”’> The salvation of believers, and the destruction 
of unbelievers, shall be of the same duration, if the 
scripture gives a fair representation ef the matter, 1. e. 
Believers shall be saved with an everlasting salvation, 
and unbelievers shall be punished with an everlasting 
destruction from the presence of the Lord. 2 Thes. 
1. 9. 

III. It must be so, for every one shall be judged ac- 
cording to his works, and there is no work, nor device, 
nor knowledge in the grave. Eccl. ix. 10, 11, 14. 
Where is the intimation m scripture, that there shall 
be either a state of legal probation, or a state of gospel 
administration after death? There is no such thmg 
hinted, as that hell is purgatorial ; its fires are puat- 
tive, and not sanctifying. 

IV. Seeing there can be no improvement of the 
moral character of the damned by the pains of hell, 
we argue that, under a righteous administration, there 
can be no change for ever of their condition. “He 
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that is unjust, let him be unjust still.’ Rev. xxn. 11. 
The same reason, for aught that scripture teaches, that 
makes it proper that they should suffer punishment 
six thousand y2ars, will make it proper, after all Win- 
chester’s dreams, that they should suffer seven thou- 
sand; and the same reason that they should suffer 
seven, will still exist, that they should suffer sevent 

times seven thousand. If it be just they should suf- 
fer ten thousand years, it will be just they should suf- 
ferten millions. Yes, without another sacriftce, and 
that we have no reason to expect, they must suffer 
forever. The chaff must be burnt with fire un- 
quenchable, and how should you call that their cor- 
ruptions * Can these beeternally burnt, and they to 


whom these adhere, be unsinged F Can you punish a * 


man’s sins, and not punish himself without a substi- 
tute: Can you burn corruption, and not burn the 
thing or man corrupted ? Oh, no! It is all a de- 
lusive dream, and if delusive, dangerous. Man is so 
averse to believe in the gospel plan, that so long as 
you make any other way of salvation possible, you en- 
courage the obdurate sinner in staying at a distance 
from the blood of Christ, which alone cleanseth from 
all sin. 

¥. At the judgement some shall be sentenced to ev- 
erlasting punishment, as certainly as some to life eter- 
val. Dan. xii. 2. Matth. xxv. 46. John v. 24, 29 
“Marvel not at this, forthe hour is coming, im the 
which all that are in their graves shall hear his voice: 
end shall come forth ; they that have done good, un- 
to the resurrection of life, and they that have done 
evil unto the resurrection of damnation. Rev. xx. 13, 
14,15. “And the seagave up the dead which were 
in it; and death and hell! delivered up the dead which 
Were in them: and they were judged every man ac- 
cording to their works, and death and hell shall be 
cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death ; 
and whosoever was not found written in tie book of 
life was cast into the lake of fire.” Without appeal- 
ing to criticism upon this passage, we would ask com- 
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mon sense and christian candor, is this text and COI- 
text designed to teach the termination or continu- 
ance of punishment at the day of judgement ? That 
death and hell shall be cast in the lake that burneth 
with fire and brimstone, cannot mean that hell shall 
be cast into hell ; but that those were before, as to 
their bodies, ina state of death, and their souls in a 
separate, invisible, and suffering condition, shall in 
connection with their raised bodies, be cast into a 
place of torment, aptly described by a lake burning 
with fire and brimstone. 

VI. This judgement shall be final. We have already 
proved that after this there is no gospel, and that this 
punishment will not in a finite time give infinite sat- 
isfaction, why then should the sentence not be final? 
Grief for pain is not gospel repentance ; if it were, 
there would be no weed of its long continuance. Be- 
fore this, if there be any interpreter, one among a 
thousand to shew to man his uprightness, then he is 
gracious unto him and saith, Deliver him from going 

own to the pit, for I have found a ransom or atone- 
ment ; but, after this, there is no such thing found or 
to be found. Then this sentence shall seize upon all 
the wicked ; upon all who know not God nor obey. the 

spelofhisSon. Job xxxyi.17,18. “But thou hast 
fulfilled the judgement of the wicked ; judgement and 
justice shall take hold on thee. Because there is 
wrath, beware lest he take thee away with his stroke: 
then.a great ransom cannot deliver thee.” Rev. xxii. 
14,15. “Blessed are they that do his commandments, 
that they may have a right to the tree of life, and 
may enter in through the gates into the city. For 
without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, 


and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever love 
and maketh a lie.”’ JAMES, MILLIGAN. 
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BEPLY TO THE FOREGOING 4RGUMENTS. 

“Mr. Milligan, in the foregomg arguments, hes divi- 
ded his piece into six sections. ‘These I propose to 
notice in their order. 

J. This section he begins with the following sen- 
tence: “Either there is no justice in Divine Provi- 
dence, or there is a future state of retribution.””> The 
Ihave no disposition todispute a future state of retri- 
bution, I think that to say, without it there is no jus- 
tice, issaying agreat deal. He founds his declara- 
tion upon the prosperity of the wicked and the tren- 
bles of the righteous. But admitting this to be the case, 
in some instances, are we able to say it is always so? 
Is there no punishment for the wicked here ? Is this 
the placeof nothing but continued troubles for the 
righteous ? Solomon says, “Behold the righteous 
shall be recompensed in the earth ; much more the 
wicked and the sinner.” Prov. xi.31. According to 
the argument of our opponent, the righteous are 
gether miserable in this life, and the wicked wholky 
prosperqus and happy. This must be a mistake. 
Were there no future state of existence, itis better 
to be righteous than tobe wicked. The happiness ef 
the wicked is very imaginary and deceptive. There 
is, therefore, some just*ce in the previdence of Ged, an 
the hypothesis, there is no future retribution. But I 
am willing to acknowledge that without future retribu- 
tion, there does not appear to be an equal distribution 
of rewards. and punishments ; there does not appear to 
‘be a perfect display of retributive justice. 

Our opposer observes, The Loril “will turn the 
wicked into hell, and all the nations that forget God.” 
This, he thinks, is perfectly consistent with Psalm 
Ixxxvi. “All nations whem thou hast made shall 
come “and worship before thee.’’ The consistency of 
this, on his own plan, we learn from the following : 
“All nations that forget Ged shall be turned inte hell, 
and that all natiens that the Lerd the Redeemer, has 
made.by his law and, , should come and worship 


before him, and glorify his saving and smercifulaame.’? 
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So all the nations that forget God, and are turned into 
hell, are not made “by his law and grace.”’ The con- 
clusion is, God made some nations by his law and 
grave, and all that he has so made, will come and wor. 
ship befcre him 7 and he has made some nations with- 
out law amt grace: such forget him, and he turns 
them into hell.. This is perfect consistency ! If God 
has made a being without law and grace, that such 
being should never remember him is perfectly consis- 
tent. But that such a being ‘should be eternally 
damned, for not attaining to law and erace, principles 
that have no relation to hia existence,is a sort of 
consisteacy, ‘hat f never could see consistent. 

Mr. M. says, alluding to the above, “This does not 
say that all nations shai! be caamned, and all saved, 
which would be a contradiction.” Truly, this would 
be a contradiction, if damnation mean endless misery; 
but this remains to be proved. I see no contradiction 
ina man’s being damned at one time, and saved at 
another, The Psalmist says, “Al) nations whom thiou 
hast made shall come and worship ;” and St. Paul says, 
“God hath made of one blood all nations of men for to 
dwell on ali the face of the earth.” If God has made 
any of these’without any regard’to law and grace, it 
remains another peint for Mr. M. to prove. Without 
proving it, his whole argument on this head fails. 

Altuding to those, the smoke of whose “torment 
ascendeth up for ever and ever,” Mr. M. says, “It 
scholars find limits-to that expression, they must tell 
us what words are used in scripture to express that 
which has no end.”? Perhaps Mr..M.is a scholar 
himself,.and is fully persuaded that for ever and ever, 
as well as everlasting and eternal, frequently mean 
less than an endless duration. 

The celebrated Doct. Scott and ofhers think the 
third angel, mentioned in Rev. xiv. 9, who pro- 
nounced the dreadful. woe, contained in the tenth and 
eleventh verses of the same chapter, was Luther and 
his coadjutors. If the Doctor and others were correct 
if this application, we have no objection to the idea 
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af endless duration, in the phrase for éver ani ever, 
pecause this is: known to be the doctrine of Luther and 
his coadjutors. ‘They preached, “The same shall drink 
of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out 
without mixture into the cup of his indignation,” &c. 
But does it follow, of necessary consequence, ‘that 
this angel preached the truth? Does Ged ever exer- 
eise wrath without a mixture of mercy? The true 
prophets of the Lord no where assert the idea. Jere- 
miah says, “Tho the Lord cause grief, yet will he 


have compassion according to the multitude of his 


' mercies. For he doth not afflict willingly, nor grieve 


‘the children of men.” Lam. in. 32, 33. 

Respecting the signification and scriptural use of 
the words, everlasting and eternal, the reader is re- 
ferred to the Chr. Repository, Vol. I. page 143. Thé 
subject to which an ambiguous word 1s applied, when 
understood, determines its meamng. We do not un- 
dertake to prove the endless continuance of life, from 
the force of these words ; but from the endless life of 
our great high priest, Jesus Christ. “Because,” says 
he, “I live, ye shall jive also.” 

In the second paragraph of this section, Mr. M. has 
introduced a number of suppositious, which no Uni- 
versalist writer ever fully adopted, and drawn his 
own conclusions. As they have no particular bearing 
on the merits of the controversy, 1 shall pass them 
without further notice. 

Il. “Now,” says Mr. M. “if then, salvation was 
universal, there would be nothing easier than to tell 
it.” We answer, nodoubt this is one reason the Bible 
is so full ofit. ‘Amd in thy seed shall all the nations 
et the earth be blessed.”—Gen. xxii. 18. Some say 
this blessing is conditional. Hear then St. Pani: 
“For when God made promise to Abraham, because 
he could swear by no greater, he sware by himself, 
saying, surely blessing I will bless thee, and multiply- 
ing I will multiply thee. For men verily swear by the 
greater ; and an oath for confirmation is to them an 
end of all strife. Wherein God, willing more abun- 
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dantly to shew unto the heirs of promise the immuta. 
bility of his counsel, confirmed it by an oath ; that by 
two leomtile things, in which it was impossible for 
God to lie, we might have strong A nm who 
have fled for refuge, to lay hold upon the hope set 
before us,” —Heb, vi. 13—18. The angel that preach. 
ed to shepherds from heaven, proclaimed “Sood 
tidings of great joy, which shall be unto all people* 
No doubt tiiis was easily told ; for multitudes of the 
heavenly host joined with the angel, saying, “Glory to 
God in the highest, on earth peace, good will toward 
men.” Now, “reader, exercise a little patience, and 
hear Mr. M. “It is very congenial with the nature of 
deluded and presumptuous, man, te believe a doctrine 
that is a great deal older than Winchester and his dia. 
logues, even as gid as the dialogue. between Eve and 
the serpent, ‘Ye shalt nat surely die.” So the devil 

reached, and so his servants still preach.” Accord. 
ing to this Fepresentation of Mr. M. it appears that the 
angel who declared the oath of Jehovah, to Abraham, 
was adevil! The angel that proclaimed, to the shep- 
herds was a devil ! ! and: multitudes of the heavenls 
hosts were devils!!! If we should return Mr. M’s 
compliment, and: say the devil preached Calviniam, 
and so his servants still women he would think we 
censured. Should we not then, to defend ourselves, 
show him.his. misrepresentation ? The devil preach- 
ed, “Yeshall not surely die ;” and of course will not 
need salvation ;. the Uyiversalists preach that all 
men die, and will be saved from a state of death. “As 
in Adam all die; even so in Christ shall all be made 
alive.” 1 Cor. xv. 22. Respecting the age of this 
doctrine we make no doubt, but whatit is as much 
older than Mr.M.as itis older than Winchester and his 
dialogues. We, therefore, think he would have appear- 
ed better. had he treated both the doctrine and the 
name of the pious and departed Winchester, with 
uiore modesty. 

III. In this section Mr. M. quotes Eccl. xi. 10, 11, 
id, to prove there can be no alteration for the better 
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y Michoice of this scripture to support his theory. How 
t Mican a person that has no Knowledge be miserable ? 
6 MiThey can no more be miserable, than they can change 
t Hijrom a state of misery to felicity. 

Another mode of attack, which Mr. M. adopts, is 
1 Hfrom the destructive nature of hell fire: He says; 
* BeThere is no such thing hinted as that hell is purga- 
¢ Mtorial ; its fires are punitive, and not sanctifying.” In 
0 Meply to this it may be observes!, there are many ca- 
1 Bamities, which befall mankind, that Mr. M. would 
t Hho doubt be willing to acknowledge, are not directly 
{ Hpurgative or sanctifying, and yet by other means they 
¢ Mind deliverance. We expect salvation threugh Jesus 
- Bthrist from all the woes that befall ts, and not from 
d Mithe abstracted efficacy of the woes themselves. If 
| God has made a hell where there can be no improve- 
+ Ment or instruction to all eternity, I think it becomes 
é Mir. M. to prove it. A positive assertion is not satis- 


— 
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ctory. Mr. M.would have us understand by the 
res of hell being punitive that they impart tio disci- 
line or instruction, and, consequently, tliere can be 
odeliverance from them. David says, Ps: cxvi. 3, 
he-pains of hell gat hold uperi me ;” and in Psz 
vill. 5, “The sorrows of hell compassed me about.’’ 
‘as he not altogether in hell fire ; for the sorrows of 
ll compassed him, and the pains of hell gat hold of 
m? Mr. M. supposes it will be so with all the 
icked ; Sorrows will compass them, and pains get 
ld of them, and they always must bear them. Why ? 
ecause hell is not purgatorial ; but its fires are puni- 
vee. Then good old David, a man after God’s own 
art, must be damned eternally. But he talks of 
liverance. “Great,” says he, “is thy mercy toward 
€; and thou hast delivered my soul from the lowest 
ll*— Ps, Ixxxvi. 15. We believe God, who deli- 
red from the lowest hell, can deliver from other 
lls, notwithstanding it is thought hell.is net purga- 


rial, 


Ve As Mr. M. has evidently assumed a false pr¢- 



















after déath. He must be extremely unhappy in his 
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pesitian.in-the first sentence of ‘this section, his-coy. 
clusion, of course, remains unsupported. His: f¢. 
lowing train of reasoning to support the most arbi- 
trary of. all-systems, must be equally absurd. “The 
Same reasons,” says. he, for aught that scripture 
teaches, that makes it proper thatathey should suffer 
punishment six thonsand:years, will’ make it proper, 
after all Winchester’s dreams, they should suffer seve, 
thousand,” & . Would Mr. M. have men reduce 
this reasoning to practice ? ‘The same reasons that 
would make it proper to whip a boy six days in a week, 
would make it proper to whip him seven; and the 
same reason that he should suffer seven, will still ex- 
ist that he should suffer seventy times seven. The 
same reasons that the troubles of the righteous should 
be many in this world, will justify their being: seventy 
times as many as they are; and if it be just, they be 
seventy times.as many as they are, it will be -just 
they should.be seven milhonsas many. “Yes, with 
out another sacrifice, and we have no reason to expect 
that,” the righteous “must suffer’ their troubles “fe 
ever.” Thus, reader, it is left for you to judge, wheth- 
er Mr. M.’s sweeping arguments do not return upe: 
him, and sap, upon his own system, every ground of 
hepe on whichthe would build. 

VY. This section contains no argument. in-favor of 
endless misery, except from the force of the word 
everlasting,—a. term which has already been umer 
cer sideration. 

VL «This judgement,’ says Mr. M.. “shall 
final, We have already proved thatafter this there 
no gospel, and that.this punishment will not in a-f- 
nite time give infinite satisfaction, why then should 
the sentence net-be final??? How has-Mr. M. prove 
that a judgement of separation is a final judgement: 
We see how unsuccessful he has been im his‘attemp® 
in the preceding sections, What he has asserted 
more than a.matter of doubt to us. We verily & 
lieve he has not proved it. He thinks the wicked mes 
be punished endlessly, to give “imfinite satisfaction: 
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but who is infinitely satisfied with such punishment ? 
Can it be the God of boundless love, or his holy law ? 
When will satisfaction in endless punishment be com- 
lete? Never; because such punishment will never 
finished. On Mr. M.’s plan, this infinite satisfac - 
tion can never exist. Whether men are punished, or 
whether they are relieved, the infinite dissatisfaction 
remains ; else, it could not require additional punish- 
ment. Infinite satisfaction in endless punishment 
may be fitly represented by a tiger. If he has no 
prey, he if not satisfied ; if he Aas prey; he is not sat- 
isfied, because he wants more. 

If a judgement of separation be final, when will the 
dispensation of the fulness of times arrive, when God 
will gather together in one all things in Christ ? We 
read in 1 Cor. xv. 26, Improved Version, “The last 
enemy shall be destroyed; even death.” In the com- 
mon translation the words that and is are supplied, 
and much obscure the meaning of the passage. When 
the last enemy is destroyed, we have no reason to look 
for any other remaining. If death be the last enemy; 
it must be the last kind of death that has an existence. 
“The final judgement” is not a scripture phrase, neith- 
er do we read in the Bible of “the finally impenitent.” 
These are scholastic phrases, which assume the sanc- « 
tion of divine revelation from long usage and popu- 
lar prejudices. They ought, therefore, te be viewed 
with an eye of jealousy, before they are admitted b 
the true biblical critic, and associated with the div:ne 
communications of God’s word. 

SAMUEL C. LOVELAND. 


N. B. Since the above Reply was prepared for the press, the 
Writer was favored with an answer to Mr. Milligan, by Br. Rob- 
*rt OQ. Randal, which was published in the North Star. On 
this account he relinquishes his claims on the Editor of the Star, 
as he has fulfilled his promise,—thauks him for his politeness to 
'. Randal and the public, and requests him to present a copy 
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this to Mr. Milligan. 
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“HEAVEN LOST.” 


A few days ago, a Tract was handed us, containine 
a piece under the above title, and said to be “extract. 
ed from Baxcter’s Saints’? Rest”? This Tract, -which was 
printed at Andover, Mass. for the New-England Tract 
Society, was presented to a certain family in one of 
our neighboring towns, with a view to dissuade them 
from the dangerous faith {as they supposed) of univer- 
sal salvation. The sentiments are truly horrid; and 
nothing less than the respectable name of Andover, 
would justify their being noticed in this work. From 
that extract we make the following: 

“As the loss ef the Saint’s rest will be aggravated 
by losing the enjoyments of time, it wil] be much more 
so. by suffering the torments of hell. The exceeding 
greatness of such torments may appear by considering, 
—-the_prineipai author of them, who is God himself ;— 
the place or state of torment ;—that these torments 
are the fruit of divine vengeance ;—that the Almighty 
takes pleasure in them ;—that Satan and sinners them- 
selves shall be God’s executioners ;—that these tor- 
nrents shall be universal,—without mitigation,—an¢é 
without end.” 

“The principal Author of hell torments is God 
himself. As it was no less than Ged whom the sin- 
ner had offended, so it is no less than God who we! 
punish them for their offences. He hath .prepared 
those torments for his enemies. His continued anger 
will still be devouring them.” 

“The place or state of torments is purposely or- 
daired to glorify the justice of God. As God wil! 
ihen *glorify his mercy in a way that is now beyond 
the comprehension of saints that must enjoy it: so al- 
so will he manifest his justice to be indeed the jes 
tice.of God. The everlasting flames of hel] will ne 
be thought too hot for the rebellious ; and when they 
lave burned through millions of ages, he will not re- 
pent him of the evil which is befallen them. Woe t 
the soul that is thus set up as a buit for the Almighty 
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fo Snoot at! and asa bush that must burn m the flames 
of his jealousy, and neyer be constined !”” 

“Consider, also, that tho God had rather men would 
accept of Christ and mercy, yet when they persist in 
wrx ted he will take pleasure in their execution. 
Woe to the souls whom God rejoiceth to punish! He 
will laugh at their calamity, he will mock when their 

ear cometh ; when their fear cometh as desolation and 

their destruction cometh as a whirlwind ; when die 
tress and anguish cometh upon them. Prov. i. 26, 27. 
Terrible thing, when none in heaven or earth can help 
them but’ God, and he shall rejoice in their calamity ! 
Tho scripture speaks of God’s laughing and mocking, 
not literally, but after the manner of men; yet it ts 
such an act of God in tormenting the sinner, which 
cannot etherwise be more fitly expressed.’ 

“Those ears which were accustomed te music and 
songs, shall hear the shrieks and cries of their damr- 
ed rag ny ay children crying out against their pa- 
rents, that gave them encouragement and example in 
evil; husbands and wives, masters and servants, min- 
isters and people, magistrates and —— charging 
their misery upon one another, fer discouragimg im 
duty, conniving.at sin, and being silent, when t o 
should have plainly foretold: the danger. Thus will 
soul and body be companions in woe.’ 

“And now, reader, if thou art one of the people of 
God, this doct:ise will be a comfort to thee, and 
not a terror. If thou art yet unregenerate, methinks 
thou should be as fearful to hear of heaven-as of hell, 
except the bare name of heaven or salvation be suffi- 
cient.” ° 

Coming to his close on the last page, he'says, “Thus 
I have said enough, if ndt to stir up the sinner to a se- 
rious working out his salvation, yet atleast to silence 
him, and leave him inexcusable at the judgement of 
God.” 

In these extracts, the reader will perceive that hell 
torments are made a subject of declamation, rather 


than efargument. The whole medley before us is but 
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the bare say and imagination of the writer. He some. 
vimes quotes scripture ; but generally in violence to 
its connexion, and contrary to its obvious meaning, 
For instance, he says, God will laugh at the calamity 
ef the wicked, but the Bible does not ot comp it, as the 
reader will find by examining. In Prov. i, 26, 97, 
Wisdom is represented as laughing, teat not God. 
See Chr. Rep. p. 2, of this volume. 

St. Paul says in Heb.ii. 14, £5 5 “Forasmuch thea 
as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, 
he also himself likewise took pert of the same; tha 
through death he might destroy him that had the 
er of de ath, that is, the devil ; and deliver them a 
repr foar of death were all their life time subject 
to b 01 idage. * But this man says, “That Satan and 
sinners themselves shall be God’s executioners.” The 
above passage teaches that Christ came to destroy the 
works of the devil: Mr. Baxter teaches that God will 
laugh at the works of the devil. The Bible teaches 
that he hath no pleasure in the death of the wicked :* 
Mr. 3B. that he will take pleasure in the torments of 
hell. The Bible affirms that God will have all men to 
be saved and to come unto the knowledge of the truth # 
Mr. B. that he purposely ordained the torments of hell 
to glorify his justice. ‘Che Bible shows that the Lord 
is very pitiful and of tender mercy :{ Mr. B. that the 
everlasting flames of hell will not be thought too hot 
es for the rebellious. It is astonishing to see a profess- 
Te ed christian minister of God, represent. his divine 
: Master, exulting se highly in the works of the devil. 
As the devil is the most cunning and powerful minis- 
ter of the Almighty in the fiery region of damned spiv- 
its, it is easily perceived he will be able to do more 
justice, according to the foregoing representation, than 
any other being. Consequently, on a very moderate 
calculation, he will afford his master, in whose em- 
ployment he is an “executioner,’? more “pleasure” 


- 











* Ezek. xviii. 23,32. 2 Peteriii. 9. t1 Tim. ii, 4 
t James v. 11. 
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than any other of his ministers in the universe.. He is 
purposely engaged to fulfil what is “ purposely or- 
dained to glorify the justice of God.” When God 
“manifests his justice to be indeed the justice of God,” 
then is Satan, obsequious tons will, made the prime 
minister of his vengeance. He feeds divine justice 
with the fuel of almighty wrath. 

Respecting men’s being set up as a butt for the Al- 
mighty to shoot at, if we may be allowed to use a vul- 
gar expression, it seems Mr. B. and his admirers, think. 
our Maker will be hopping mad! We have heard of 
savages tying people to the limbs: of bent saplings, 
which, when suffered to return, extended them in the 
air; and thus making each of their limbs, an object to 
try. savage skill in sending the hatchet. After con- 
siderable torture, they would kill the unhappy victims, 
and so relieve them from their miseries; but Mr. B. 
thinks the Almighty wilf always shoot and never kill ! 

“And now, reader,” says our author, “if thou art 
one of the people of God, this doctrine will be a com- 
fort to thee, and not a terror.”°—Here is the test, rea- 
der. If you think the Almighty will shoot the sinner 
eternally, and this gives you comfort, you are a child 
of God! Mr. B.’s scheme might introduce into heay- 
en a few pirates and a small number of robbers ; but 
among those, who love their neighbors as themselves, 


| itcould embrace none for the happy subjects of bliss ; 


because, in this doctrine, they have no “comfort.” 
Itis lamentable indeed that talents, learning, and 
adevout profession, should be united to vilify the 
character of our Father in heaven. Look, dear reader, 
whatever may be the denommation to which you be- 
long, and see if your feelings accord with the forego- 
ing extracts. Do you pray for the salvation of the 
wicked, and expect soon to rejoice in their endless 
damnation? Do you: love your enemies now, and ex~- 
pect in heaven to hate them? Does God choose to 
save them now, and anon will choose to damn them? 
Think on these things; and may the Lord direct thy 
Spirit. 
es 









































1i4 fhe Chvristiun Repository. 
ON THE DIVINE PRESCIENCE AND DECRER. 


_The divine prescience is a.point which very few are 
disposed to deny, however they may differ in their 
inferences from this so SS a a position. Know. 
ledge and decree, as they respect the Deity, are by 
Some accounted the same ; or, at least inseparably 
counected. That the terms naturally convey distinct 
ideas is evident. Men may have knowledge of events 
in which they have no concern ; in which they have no 
hend in performing, or mind in determining. But 
those things which they determine, or do, in the right 
use of reason, they are considered ta know. 

As no being but God could decree all events, it is 
‘thought, by some,.that he could not know future events, 
unteas he had decreed them. But is not this measusi 
the divine prescience by the narrow capacity of aaat 
Man may know what he determines and what he does, 
And tho man’s determinations or decrees may fail ; 
vet his knowledge of them may appreach as near to 
certainty, as does his ability to perform them. What 
God has. decreed cannot possibly fail of. accomplish- 
ment. Ifthen the decrees of God embrace all events, 
and every volition of man, to suppose man. able. to de- 
termine or act otherwise than he does, would be to 
suppose him. able to violate the divine decrees. To. 
suppose him unable to determine or act otherwise than 
he dves, is to account him properly a machine, and net 
an agent. Inagency,it is allowed to be essential to 
be free, and the freedom must be equal to the extent of 
the agency. Where there is no freedom, there is no 
agency. We, therefore, conclude man is a free. agent; 
else he cannot properly be said te have any agency at 
all. But to maintain the free agency of man and the 
absolute decree of all eyents, seems impossible. We, 
therefore, find it necessary to abandon the one or the 
other. To abandon. the doctrine of free agency, i 
striking at the reot of moral principles ; and reduces 
the moral accountability of man to a mere shadow, 
that leaves nothing moré¢ of the principle, than barely @ 
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name. Every law that pronounces a man culpable for 
evil actions, presupposes the man had it in his power 
to have doue otherwise ; and every law that rewards 
aman for virtuous acfions, presupposes he did them | 
voluntarily 3; or, in other words, these actions were iL 
his own and not another’s. 

On the side of universal decrees, however unavoida- 
able the doctrine may appear to some, it is to be notic- 
ed, it embraces every evil, as well as every good 
action of intelligent beings. If it embrace the plan of 
absolute necessity, as itis generally thought t& musf, 
man is governed by impulsiomer attraction, in all his 
actions.. Beimg thus situated, his actions are not 
his own, but the actions of the impelling or attracting 
power, or the original cause of that power. ‘She- 
agent, therefore, that constitutes this governing power, 
seems, on the plan of necessity, to be the direct author: 
of man’s trangressions. Nor will it help the matter te 
say that sin consists in volition and not in action ; 
or, if you please, in mentfal action and not im outward. 
Ff you except volitions from the fixed decrées, you 
may as well except outward actions, which are the 
natural consequences of volitions.. If God is not ac- 
eget with future events. unless he has de¢reed 

em, if you except the volitions of man from the 
law ofnecessity, and, of course, from his fixed decrees, 

ou, on this principle, except them from God’s fore- 

nowledge.. If, then, you say,thereis-no such thing 
as-sin in the sight of God, you may be consistent wit!t 
your system, but the question remains, how the pos:- 
tion can be reconciled with divine revelation, that 
speaks so much of sin. Whenit is said, Jesus shall: 
save his people from their sins, atid that he came not: 
‘4 poe but the Father sent him, it would follow 

hat the Father sent him to save his people from that. 
which was not in his sight. 

Every thing, said to be done, must ‘have-a. time or 
period in which itisdone. And when we su a 
time in which any thing began to be, it naturally. pre- 
supposes there was a time previous to the begiuning of 
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that thing. If then the foreknowledge of God be 
fountedon his decrees, before he decreed all things, 
it would appear that he did not know them. If we ac- 
count the decrees of God to be from all past eternity, 
it would seem he did not make them, because they 
areas oldas Jehovah himself. And besides, what 
exists from all past eternity cannot be done, made or 
decreed ; for these terms as muchimply a beginning, 
as they do an accomplishment of action. The phrase, 
therefore, that God decreed from all eternity every 
event, conveys to the human mind no distinct mean- 
ing. Thus we find difficuity on the plan of endless 
decrees, established by the divine Author of our be- 


ing. (To be continued.) 


ANECDOTES-- 


A very strenuous opposer of the universal grace of 
God, remarked to a believer in this doctrine, that uni- 
versal salvation is a very pleasing doctrine to the 
devil ; that he preached it to Adam and Eve in the 


garden of Eden ; and that he has always liked to have 
it preached ever since. To this the defendant repli- 


ed ; Now, Sir, you be proxy.for the devil, and I will 
preach universal salvation to you, and we will see if it 
pleases you. Saying this, he addressed him as fol- 
iows : Mr. Devil, you are a big fellow. You have a 
great many folks, and it makes you feel very proud. 
The miaisters speak much in your praise by telling 
the people, you will have the major part of mankind 
at last ; which flatters you very much. But I tell you, 
you will have to come down.. Jesus Christ will deprive 
you of your boasted property. He will deliver from 
your chains, the last son of Adam that is heldin your 
dominion. He will bruise your head and be your de- 
struction. Does all this please you? Does it gratify 


a oat feelmgs to think you must lose all yourslaves,an 


destroyed yourself? On hearing this preaching, 
the man soon replied to his friend, J°ll not be your 


devil any longer. net 
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A liberal, sociable Clergyiman, pleasantly invited a 
woman, whose husband was a Universalist, to join a 
“Female Cent Society,” observing, it was “only a cent 

r week to send eternal lifeto the poor heathens, 
who are entirely destitute of all means of salvation.” 
He asked her husband if he was willing she should 
joina society to save the poor creatures. When the 
minister made his report to the Missionary Board, 
having obtained about teweenty-five dollars, they gave 
him thirty, as a reward for his extraordinary exertions. 
Soon after, a friend called on the Untversalist, ob- 
serving, “Well, Mr. , the money which was raised 
for the benefit of the Heathens, never reached them ; 
our Minister has got it all and more too.” Indeed, repli- 
ed the Universalist, then it came as nigh reaching the 
character for whom it was intended, as it could and 


miss. For whatis more Heathenish, than for a Minis- 


ter thus to acceptof money, which he pretended was 
raised for the salvation of immortad souls ! 


Christian Intelligencer. 





pd 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


We learn that a new society of eighteen persons. 
believing in universal benevolence, has recently been 
formed in Danville, Vt. May the Lerd water this 
plant with the rain of his rigliteousness. 





Br. Russell Streeter commenced, last September. a 
quarterly periodical publication, in Portland, Ve. un- 
der the title of “The Christian Intelligencer, devoted 
to theoretical and practical religion.” We have receiv- 
ed the first number. We discern in it the fruits of that 
lively genius and flowing eloquence, which distinguish - 
ed the labors of Br. Streeter in this part of the country. 








We have heard of a Baptist preacher in Chelsea, in 
this State, by the name of Micaiah Colburn, who fer 


about two years, has preached “good tidings of great 


} °y, Which shall be unto all people,” “and be followeth 
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hot us.” “But,” we remember, “Jesus said, Forbid 
him not ; for there is no man which shall doa miracle 
in my name, that can lightly spefk evil of te.” 


_ We have no answer to Hyram’s two Letters, pub- 
lished in our last. Of the Christian Messenger, we 
have received of no later date than September. Novem. 
ber 23. —- 


Character of Mr.John Tainter.—We learn from 
the Gospel Herald, (N.Y.) that a man by this name, 
whose character is proved to be notoriously bad, is 
imposing his labors upon the public ; sometimes as 1 
preacher of universal salvation, and sometimes as 4 
strenuous ip 00 The General Convention never 
gave him a letter of fellowship, as he sometime: 
states. The public is cautioned te beware of his 


treachery.. 
a 
OBITUARY. . 

Died in Woodstock, September 14, Mrs. Locxs Monczr 
consort of Dr. Aaron W. Monger,*aged 31. 

At Cambridge, Mass, Oct. 8, Mr. Cuarg Hoxert, son of 
Mr. John Hulett, of Reading, Vt. in the 23d year of bis age. 

At New-London, N. H. Nov. 5, Witt1am Henry HARRI!- 
sony Harvey, ton of Mr. Leyi Harvey, «ged 7 years and |! 
wionths. 

At Cooperstown, Aug. 27th, Mrs. Sanam Munn, aged 6) 
years,. wife of Mr. Joseph Munn. She sustained a long and 
painful ilIness, occasioned by a cancer under her left arm, with 
the utmost fortitude and resignation ; and died, as she lived, 3 
firm believer in God’s Universal Love. It may be truly said o 
this excellent woman, that she was a pattern of piety and be- 
nevolence. Her death will. he sincerely. lamented by, an age’ 
husband, two. daughters, and an extensive circle of relative 
and friends. —.V. Y. Gos. Herald. 

At New-Haven, Vt. Br. Cates. Ricn,aged.71. Long hes 
he been a faithful servant-of Jesus Christ, in the ministry. of u?™ 
versal grace. The time of his death we have métheafd, bv' 
hope to be able to communicate something more coreermey 
him in our next. 

At Woodstock, Nov. 23, Mrs. Lucy Dexisom, wife of Hom 
Henry C. Denison, aged 36. 
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LINES ON DEATH. 
id Death, the rude tyrant, with an awful frown, 
le Displays his power, and cuts our kindred down ; 
| To his relentless hand al] ages yreld, 
And bow submissive in the conquer’d field. 
But tho, unconquer’d, with imperial sway, 
> = He reigns and bears our many. friends away, 
e His power must fail, himself a victim fall, 
. When Jesus reigos acknowledg’d Lord of all. 








| gHRIST’S SERMON ON THE MOUNT, PARAPHHASED BY 
Bk. L, H. Sweet. 


Come, brothers, sisters, who believe 
That Jesus ev’ry soul will save, 
And ransom from the silent grave 
¥arth’s meanest son at last: 
Hear what his lips pronounce to you : 
Bid all your carnal joys adieu ; 
And deal with others kind and true, 
As you'd have others do to you; 
In this you shall be bless’d. 


el ee en > | es 


Bless’d are the poor, whose goods are spoil’d, 
-_ For which they ~~ with labor toil’d, 
That they might win the gracious smiles 
Of heayen’s eternal King; 
Whose armor, laid beneath the dust, 
In which they made their empty boast ; 
But now no longer slaves to lust, 
They live with God among tlie just, 
And of his mercy sing. 


Bless’d all whe weep in sin’s dark vale, 
Where persecuting storms prevail, 
And Pharisees, with blinded zeal, 
Deny the Prince of life ; 
For J, the Savior of mankind, 
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Have come the broken heart to bind, 

| That mourners may true comfort find; 
To consolate the troubled mind, 

And end all sinful strife, 








Bless’d are the humble, meek, and low; 
Who at the feet of mercy bow, 
Nor trust in ought that they can do, 
To reach fair Canaan’s shore ; 
But on Almighty Love rely, 
Who will their ev’ry want supply; 
While on this earthly ball they stay, 
.e And land them in eternal day, » 
. j When time shall be no more: 
i 


& All hungry, thirsty souls are bless’d, 
ee That hunger after righteousness: 
S| They shall be fill’d with lasting peace; 
And love before unknown. 
All those that stoop at mercy’s gate, 
And on the Lerd Jehovah wait, 
t While they forsake the scorner’s seat, 
sin Shall find in me their strength complete, 
| Shall full redémption own. 


Bless’d are the merciful in deed, | 

i Who clothe the naked ; hungry feed ; 
And in mild charity are clad,— 

ft A garment pure and white: 
a For they shall of the Lord obtain 
ft Mercy and truth, which shall remain 
HE Till Satan and his works shall end, 
And ev’ry soul is born again, 

To dwell in endless light. 


Te be continued. 


Correction.—In page 79 of this volume, line 14, read revg”’ 
ence for reverend. Line 27, read reverend for reverence. 





